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Message Text 


FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE BROWN TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE MULLEY ON THE TANK 
GUN DECISION. YOU SHOULD DELIVER THIS TO MINISTER MULLEY 
JAN 3 1 AT 090 1 . COMPLETE ANNOUNCEMENT SCENARIO IS 
BEING TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. (NOTE THAT ABOVE TIME IS 
WASHINGTON TIME.) 

BEGIN TEXT: 


DEAR FRED, 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 025012 


WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING TODAY THAT THE US ARMY'S DECISION 
ON A NEW TANK GUN FOR THE XM-1 TANK IS FAVORABLE TO THE 
GERMAN CANDIDATE SYSTEM. 

WE BOTH KNOW THAT AS WE CONTINUE TO PUSH TOWARDS STANDARD- 
IZATION, THERE WILL BE "LOSERS" AS WELL AS "WINNERS" 
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WHEN CHOICES AMONG COMPETING SYSTEMS MUST BE MADE. OVER 
TIME WE SHOULD ALL HAVE OUR SHARE OF SUCCESSESS AS WELL 
AS DISAPPOINTMENTS. BUT EVEN IN THE CASE OF THE LATTER 
WE WILL OFTEN HAVE LEARNED MUCH WHICH WILL BE USEFUL IN 
DEVELOPMENTS FOR OUR DEFENSE. 

THOSE WHO PRESENTED YOUR CANDIDATE SYSTEM CAN BE 
ASSURED THAT THEY DID THEIR IOB WELL. I LOOK FORWARD 
TO SEEING YOU SOON. 

WARM REGARDS, 

HAROLD 

END TEXT. 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: NATO, MPOL 
SUBJECT: TANK GUN 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE BROWN TO MINISTER OF DEFENSE MULLEY ON THE TANK 
GUN DECISION. YOU SHOULD DELIVER THIS TO MINISTER MULLEY 
JAN 3 1 AT 090 1 . COMPLETE ANNOUNCEMENT SCENARIO IS 
BEING TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. (NOTE THAT ABOVE TIME IS 
WASHINGTON TIME. ) 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 025012 

O 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR FRED, 

WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING TODAY THAT THE US ARMY'S DECISION 
ON A NEW TANK GUN FOR THE XM-1 TANK IS FAVORABLE TO THE 
GERMAN CANDIDATE SYSTEM. 

WE BOTH KNOW THAT AS WE CONTINUE TO PUSH TOWARDS STANDARD- 
IZATION, THERE WILL BE "LOSERS" AS WELL AS "WINNERS" 

WHEN CHOICES AMONG COMPETING SYSTEMS MUST BE MADE. OVER 
TIME WE SHOULD ALL HAVE OUR SHARE OF SUCCESSESS AS WELL 
AS DISAPPOINTMENTS. BUT EVEN IN THE CASE OF THE LATTER 
WE WILL OFTEN HAVE LEARNED MUCH WHICH WILL BE USEFUL IN 
DEVELOPMENTS FOR OUR DEFENSE. 

THOSE WHO PRESENTED YOUR CANDIDATE SYSTEM CAN BE 
ASSURED THAT THEY DID THEIR JOB WELL. I LOOK FORWARD 
TO SEEING YOU SOON. 

O 

WARM REGARDS, 

HAROLD 

END TEXT. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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